Mitral valve repair in lupus valvulitis--report of a case and review of the literature.
Valvulitis in systemic lupus erythematosus has been observed for many years. Fourteen cases of mitral valve replacement have been reported so far in the literature. In the light of all previously reported experiences, prosthetic valve related morbidity and mortality remain high in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus. We describe the first true instance of reconstructive approach in a patient who presented with severe mitral incompetence due to lupus valvulitis. The patient was clinically well with good valve function one year after surgery. Reconstructive mitral valve surgery may be preferable for the surgical management of mitral regurgitation in active lupus valvulitis since it eliminates the need for anticoagulation and avoids the disadvantages of different types of prostheses in these young patients who are under prolonged steroid therapy and have usually associated renal failure.